
an Evil, & requires a New Selfhood continually, & 
must be continually changed into his direct con- 
trary. But your 'Greek Philosophy (which is a 
remnant of Druidism) teaches that Man is 
Righteous in his Vegetated Spectre . . . .  Vol- 
taire] Rousseau I . . . You are Pharisees & 
Hypocrites, for you are constantly talking of the 
Virtues of the Human Heart  and particularly of 
your own, that you may accuse others . . . .  " 

~r 

T HE difference between the Christian hero and 
the romantic hero is not of course a difference 

between success and failure; the difference, as 
Mr. Auden says, is that one is completely self- 
forgetful, the other self-conscious. This differ- 
ence follows on the fact that the first is entirely 
committed to the object of his love. The whole- 
hearted lover desires only the good of his love, 
and, since in this case the beloved is God, Who 
is perfect, the lover's happiness lies in whatever 
befalls him within God's providence: he is with- 
out ambition. It is here that the great paradox 
attending the various heroisms comes in. The 
Christian hero, who is the only one not to insist 

on the rights of his "queenly personality," is the 
only one to save it. 

The hero of myth achieves personality and 
grandeur together only briefly; a different 
Herakles is flayed to death every year and a dif- 
ferent one is shortly resurrected--the ,moment of 
attaining the hero's grandeur is the moment of 
losing identity. Those who personify the forces 
of nature cease to be full persons. The romantic 
hero in his defiant despair, as Mr. Auden de- 
scribes it using a figure of Kierkegaard's, is the 
clerical error that refuses erasure because it in- 
sists on standing witness to the fallibility of the 
author of the text; yet the text denies the inde- 
pendent existence of the thing that can only come 
to be as a departure from it and that in the end 
the text negatives entirely. Though the Christian 
hero's personality is the most precious of the gifts 
he can have, for in his individuality is the possi- 
bility of his experience of God, he need give no 
great care to preserving his personality or assert- 
ing the considerable dominion that resides in it, 
since, as a lover, he knows that what is made in 
the Maker's image is made good and for eternity. 

Report on A D A  
A look at last month's convention of 
Americans for Democratic Action. 

By WILLIAM PFAFF 

A DA was once referred to as the United 
States Government-in-Exile. That  was three 

years ago, when ADA was largely made up of a 
few .intellectuals and some political refugees from 
the Roosevelt administration. As the Union for 
Democratic Action they had maintained an anti- 
Communist liberal position during the war years, 
and in I947, in the grim shadow of the Repub- 
lican 8oth Congress, 'they were trying to build a 
political action organization for the tys non- 
Communist Left. 

Last month, on the District of Columbia's an- 
nual cherry-blossom weekend - - t h i s  year sans 
cherry blossoms--the ADA held its third annual 
convention. The Shoreham Hotel, convention 
headquarters, was brave that weekend. It 
scorned the cold weather and stuck cheese-cloth 
cherry-blossoms around its Terrace banquet 
room. It didn't say much about it, but it also 
housed Negro ADA delegates--the first colored 
guests in its history. 

The influence which the seven hundred dele- 
gates possessed when they gathered was plain in 
the glittering eye laid upon them by certain Re- 
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publicans. On April 22, three weeks after the con- 
vention, the New York Times reported from 
Washington an interesting--and to ADA, flatter- 
ing--development within the Republican party. 
With such leaders and supporters as the Times' 
Arthur Krock, Newsweek's Raymond Moley, and 
Fortune's Russell Davenport (late of the Willkie 
camp), a group of Republicans was sounding the 
potentialities in a "Republican Committee for 
American Action," intended to work wi.tbin the 
coP, stiffening and defining its policy on such 
issues as civil rights. It would frankly be pat- 
terned after the ADA, and would try to influence 
the Republican program towards an intelligently 
grounded conservatism. 

This interest and envy is justified. In the last 
three years ADA has done much that the  Demo- 
cratic party couldn't do, and is responsible for 
more that it did do. ADA saw thirty-seven of its 
members sent to Congress, Senators Doug- 
las, Lehman and Graham included. It organ- 
ized and led the internal fight at the I948 Demo- 
cratic convention which forced the party's strong 
civil rights plank. It organized the caucus which 
broke the power of the House Rules Committee. 
Two ADA members won top municipal offices in 
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Philadelphia, breaking 65 years of machine rule. 
Groups ,in New York, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Louisville and San Francisco also played an influ- 
ential part in municipal elections. 

~r 

HE W w e r e  convention delegates in Washington 
ser ious-- they worked through their 

platform in two energetic days. This attitude is 
characteristic. An elderly delegate from Minne- 
sota talked enthusiastically about the 2 i Macalas- 
ter College students who had come in two cars 
and a hearse from Minnesota. His presence, and 
that 'of the 2I students, were indicative of the 
elements in ADA which are foreign to the stereo- 
typed liberal organization. They have given the 
group the local strength it possesses (wh,ich in 
the same state of Minnesota enabled ADA leaders 
to all but take over the state Democratic party). 
They also are responsible for some of the un- 
certainties wh'ich became evident at the conven- 
tion. 

The Saturday general session was calmly check- 
ing of[ the points of ADA'S foreign policy state- 
ment, when Francis Biddle (later elected to head 
the organization in I95o ) took the floor with a 
special res'olut.ion. The slight, natty man, speak- 
mg ,precisely, almost bitterly, read a statement 
assailing "sordid and unfounded attacks made . . .  
upon the personal character and competence of 
Secretary of State Acheson . . . .  " Approval was 
unammous. Chairman Rauh had trouble quiet- 
ing. the delegates. Then a man called for recog- 
rattan, asking the striking of that part of the 
resolution which endorsed Secretary Acheson's 
foreign policy: " . . .  we believe .that his general 
position is sound, well considered, and in the best 
interests of the United States . . . .  " Rauh called 
for a show ,of hands on the protest. It was de- 
feated on a .teller vote, but by no sweeping 
majority. 

This division over foreign policy showed itself 
again several times. When Germany was under 
discussion, another amendment was proposed 
from the floor. Delegates wanted the ADA to 
recognize the possibility of "neutralizing" Ger- 
many. Reinhold Niebuhr spoke for the foreign 
policy commission which had prepared the state- 
ment. He sharply rejected the notion that Ger- 
many could be evacuated ingood  faith by the 
Big Powers, could be left "a vacuum," without 
Soviet aggression. The amendment was defeated. 
Another amendment asked the convention to op- 
pose any 'German rearmament, or any German 
participation in a European army. This was re- 
jected on a commission recommenda,tion. 

Germany and the countries associated with 
fascism were the objects of considerable atten- 
tion. Spain got the works. The statement on 
Spain, h.owever, did not deny diplomatic recog- 
n i t ionmone  expression of the political realism 
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ADA'S leaders demonstrated. Bow-tied and boyish 
Arthur Schlesinger made the point several times 
that it was not for ADA to recommend detailed 
action, or prescribe 'the techniques of diplomacy.' 
Archibald MacLeish, looking tweedy, and not 
particularly poetic, spoke for the commission on 
the Spanish question and defended its proposals. 

When Indo China was discussed, a move that 
America's recognition of the Bao Dai govern- 
ment be repudiated was narrowly defeated. 

The minority of delegates who consistently 
expressed doubt about this country's present for- 
eign policy was not voicing a pro'Communist 
attitude. The schism was rather along the line 
of a "hard" or "soft" attitude towards Russia. 
The stand of AOA leadership, the people who pre- 
pared the foreign policy program, was "hard," 
sternly in accord with Acheson-Burnham-Alsop 
"total diplomacy." This kind of th,inking pre- 
vailed without major challenge. Rob Hall, the 
Daily Worker correspondent, a gentleman with 
plpe, tweeds and a certain reserve, wrote that 
ADA "played the game of Truman and McCarthy 
(which is to say, of Wall Street) by parroting 
the Adminstration's fabrications against the USSR 
and the New Democracies of Eastern Europe." 

T.he "soft" attitude was apparently a view- 
point which regards the Soviets not as intelligent 
men, bu.t as ruffians, crude and rather lawless, 
and the us-Soviet conflict as a competition to 
prove to the world which social system is better. 

L ATE in the afternoon, when the tables in the 
banquet room that served as convention hall 

were cluttered with mimeographed handouts and 
ashes, and an open door had blown the ersatz 
cherry-blossoms from the ersatz cherry tree, the 
China situation came to debate. There was an- 
other sort of uprising from the floor. In the back 
of the convention room a man 'made a short 
speech, arguing that AD A ought not say "we be- 
lieve that sooner or later we will be compelled 
to establish d!plomatic relations with the Mao 
Tse Tung regime as the effective government of 
China, however much we may detest its devotion 
to totalitarianism. Our continuing policy must be 
to counter any Kremlin policy of isolating China 
from the non-Communist world." 

We do not know what "Kremlin policy" is, the 
dissenting delegate said, we ought to go down 
the line refusing any sanction to any totalitarian 
government. The commission reply was that ADA 
ought not specify diplomatic action, and ought to 
recognize that the eventual end of anti-totali- 
tari'anism might best be served in a specific cor- 
cumstance by recognition. The resolution from 
the floor was defeated by about a three-fourths 
majority. 

When the afternoon was finished, and people 
left the hall for workshop discussions with Con- 
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gressmen, the ADA had a foreign policy platform 
which endorsed Secretary Acheson personally 
and programatically. I t  expressed a few reserva- 
tions about policy in Germany (too soft in de- 
nazification and decartelization) and Japan 
( " . . .  reactionary labor policy . . . abandonment 
of . . . , ,original program for economic re- 
form . . . .  ) 

While it was behind American policy, the ADA 

did little to go beyond it. It  endorsed the Van- 
denberg proposal for an "unpartisan" survey of 
foreign policy, and, on an appeal from the floor, 
it called for finding genuine means to help demo- 
cratic forces in Eastern Europe. 

I N A PRESS conference Francis Biddle re- 
marked that ADA had a policy on the national 

level and a political mechanism on the local level. 
It  operates in wards, precincts, and congressional 
districts; works ~in cooperation with labor organi- 
zations .to "stimulate registration, make a cam- 
paign on issues and get out the vote." 

Speaking of policy at the opening session, Gov- 
ernor Chester Bowles asked that ADA furnish in- 
tellectual leadership in the current political situa- 
tion : 

Today there are many liberals who are willing 
to discuss endlessly the techniques of political action 
but all too few vcho are willing to grnpple with 
the tough questions of building economic and social 
policy. 

The question of full employment for instance. 
Do any of us really know the answer? The eco- 
nomists will provide theories in abundance. ;But 
have those theories yet been pounded out into a 
thoroughly satisfactory program of legislative ac- 
tion? If so, I have failed to see them . . . .  

How ~/bout ~he whole question of civil rights 
and national security? Some of us glibly compare 
our present day witch-hunts with those of Attorney 
General Palmer after World War I and assume 
that it is only a passing ,phase. But the conditions 
today are very different. In I92I, the Soviet Union 
was in no position to threaten our national se- 
curity . . . .  

AoA and the liberal movement has supported 
broader health insurance, broader social security 
benefits, public housing, and increased opportunities 
in the field of education. But if we are honest with 
ou, rselves, the tough, original thinking in all these 
fields was done back in the days of tile old New 
Deal . . . .  

The domestic program ADA prepared must 
have been, on the whole, a disappointment to 
Bowles. It was safely in the Fair Deal tradition. 
It  made an intelligent appeal for an economy of 
enlightened capitalism c u r e  government stimula- 
tion, but Governor Bowles had said it, "the 

tough, original thinking in these fields was 
done . . . .  " 

The platform made a point of urging that full 
Federal farm benefits be granted to family size 
farms only (and Secretary Brannan himself re- 
peated the point when he addressed the conven- 
t ion);  it strongly endorsed and encouraged co- 
operatives, and small radio and newspaper en- 
terprises, and it recommended government funds 
for capital loans to small business. 

But the domestic platform contained nothing 
to disturb the sleep of Fair Dealers. The publi- 
cized "break" with the Democratic par ty- - the  
success of an insurgent group of delegates ,in 
striking from the platform a statement that ADA 
aims could be best accomplished through coopera- 
tion with the Fair Deal---has significance as a 
change in the members' attitude toward the or- 
ganization, and as an im.pat!ence with Democratic 
performance on certain Issues (notably civil 
rights and the Kerr Bill) but a "break" was not 
reflected in the domestic program. Fair Dealer 
Humphrey and New Dealer Biddle may have 
been disturbed by the revolt, but in a press-room 
conference Humphrey cheerfully said ~that ADA is 
still partners with the Fair Deal; Biddle added 
that it's just that you can have more than one 
partner, the Fair Deal is still the sen.ior partner. 

ADA's delegates may be tired of the crack that 
everywhere Har ry  Truman goes, the ADA is sure 
to follow, but they showed no great inclination to 
find other paths. Curiously interesting, though, 
was a change in the platform dealing with the 
arts. Last year it recommended creati.on of a 
Federal Arts Agency. This year it says, "The 
cultural vitality of our nation is in the long run 
dependent upon the initiative of private organi- 
zations and individuals; we believe that the gov- 
ernment can play a constructive role in stimulat- 
ing the arts by coordinating and improving the 
cultural activities inevitably forced upon it . . . .  

9r 

s E N & T O R  Douglas was at the convention, 
grave and intelligent. Senator Humphrey was 

there, with slightly annoying remarks about "good 
liberal folks." The International Machinists were 
there with silly little recorded jingles about "The 
Guy That  I Send to Congress," and Elmer Davis 
was there with acrid remarks about the Repub- 
licans, and the desperate need for an intelligent 
conservative opposition. Wal te r  Reuther was 
there, making tentative remarks about the need 
not for just a liberal coalition of Democrats and 
Republicans, but for a new liberal party. Mrs. 
Roosevelt was there, with incredible charm. The 
convention was impressively vital. If  it was often 
superficial in meeting profound problems, it also 
showed honesty and a pragmatic willingness to 
look at new solutions. 
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