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JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY

THE JES UIT UNIVERSITY | N CLEVELAND

February 14, 2012

Rev. Robert L. Niehoff, S.J.
President
John Carroll University

Re: Statement on Insurance Mandate

Dear Fr. Nichoff:

We, the faculty of John Carroll University named below, are committed to freedom of
conscience and religious liberty. We believe that the American Catholic bishops have the
right to proclaim Catholic teaching vigorously and loudly. However, we also believe that
access to contraception is central to the health and well being of women and children.
This is why the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the American
Academy of Family Physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Society of
Adolescent Medicine, the American Medical Association, and the American Public
Health Association have all recommended family planning services as part of preventive
health care regimens for women.

Some of us did not think the Obama administration needed to revise the HHS guidelines
on mandated insurance coverage of contraception; others believed that the guidelines
needed revision. However, we are all troubled that the bishops have chosen a path of
continued confrontation. The fact that the bishops have rejected the accommodation
offered by the administration leads us to wonder what motivates their continued
resistance. '

The American bishops have accused the Obama administration of attacking religious
liberty in mandating insurance coverage of contraception. On the contrary, we believe
the insurance mandate is driven by a concern for women'’s health. Despite the rhetoric
being used by opponents of the mandate and the accommodation, we should not lose
sight of the fact that the Institute of Medicine recommended insurance coverage of
contraception without cost-sharing or deductibles because unplanned pregnancies harm
the health of women and children and lead to more abortions.

We believe that the faculty and the administration of John Carroll University need to take
a stand in the face of the bishops’ unwillingness to accept the accommodation offered by
the Obama administration. We thus ask that, along with the presidents of other Catholic
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and Jesuit universities, you urge the bishops to avoid the inflammatory rhetoric they have
been using to attack the administration’s policy. We ask that you stand up to those who
would play politics with women’s health. We ask that you endorse a policy of insurance
coverage of contraception that respects the religious liberties and health of all who teach
and work at Catholic colleges and universities.

Sincerely,

o’

Paul Lauritzen
Professor, Department of Theology and Religious Studies

Llssemme
Assoc:ate Professor and Chair, Biology Department
Founding Faculty Member of JCU Population and Public Health Minor
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Susan Long
Professor, Department of Socioclogy and Criminology
Founding Faculty Member of JCU Population and Public Health Minor

Carl Anthony, Matt Berg, Dean Birch, Lauren Bowen, Gwen Compton-Engle, Roy Day,
Rebecca Drenovsky, Tom Evans, Ruth Fenske, Thea Ford, Brendan Foreman, Karen
Gygli, Dwight Hahn, Penny Harris, Julia Karolle-Berg, Sharon Kaye, Marc
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McBratney, Sheila McGinn, Jen McWeeny, Phil Metres, Marcy Milota, Keith Nagy,
Debby Rosenthal, Nick Santilli, Jackie Schmidt, Chris Sheil, John Spencer, Earl Spurgin,
Elizabeth Stiles, Mark Stortz, Megan Thornton, Gloria Vaquera, John Yost, Sheri Young,
Jie Zhang



